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Excellencies,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,
As the list of thanks and welcomes for today’s meeting is quite long, I think the best way to begin would
be by thanking our host for the warm hospitality extended to me and my delegation and making
thoughtful arrangements for our meeting.
I would also like to join my other colleagues in congratulating our host, the Foreign Minister of
Indonesia, on assuming the Chairmanship of IORA. I also congratulate South Africa on assuming the
Vice-Chair of the Association. Excellencies, let me assure you that India will continue to remain
committed to work closely with Indonesia and South Africa as well as other IORA partners to push IORA
cooperation to higher levels.
I wish to place on record my profound appreciation and gratitude to Australia for providing effective and
visionary leadership to IORA over the last two years. During Australia’s Chairmanship our Association
continued to gather strength both in terms of its deepening cooperation as well as its growing
membership. I commend Australia’s Chairmanship of IORA for giving due salience to women’s
empowerment and gender issues across the six priority areas.
I welcome Somalia amidst us as a full member. I am sure Somalia’s membership of IORA will be
mutually rewarding and productive.
I also welcome Germany as the 7th Dialogue Partner of our Association. We look forward to mutually
beneficial association with Germany under IORA framework.
I also wish to place on record my gratitude to our Senior Officials for their hard work which has gone into
making thorough preparations for our meeting.
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,
Indonesia and South Africa are assuming the leadership of the Association at a time when the Association
is preparing to graduate from its teenage and will celebrate its 20th anniversary in 2017. Moving ahead
into the twenties is a special milestone and calls for carefully planned celebrations. I am aware that plans,
including the IORA Concord, are already under discussion to celebrate the 20th anniversary of our
Association in a befitting manner. India will be happy to join the proposed Ad-hoc Group on the IORA
Concord. India stands ready to contribute to the efforts to mark the 20th anniversary of IORA in a
befitting manner.

Excellencies, distinguished delegates,
During India’s Chairmanship of the Association in 2011-13, we all agreed to focus our efforts on six
identified priority areas. The six priority areas include some of the key challenges that IORA countries
face as well as some of the key opportunities that we have to work collectively on. I am happy to note
that the number of IORA initiatives undertaken by member states is growing at a healthy pace. This is
reflective of our shared desire to work with each other under IORA Framework.
Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,
I would like to thank our IORA partners for their enthusiastic response towards the first IORA Blue
Economy Dialogue held in Goa in August this year, the first IORA Dialogue on Maritime Safety and
Security held in New Delhi in October 2015 and the second meeting of IORA Medicinal Plants Focal
Points held in Lucknow in March 2015.
India will adopt a 10-point approach between the 15th IORA Ministerial until the next Ministerial in
Indonesia. The 10 proposals which India will pursue include:
(i)
(ii)

(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)

(vii)
(viii)
(ix)
(x)

India is ready to work closely with Mauritius and other IORA partners to set up an IORA
virtual university with an aim to launch it in 2017 when IORA marks its 20th Anniversary.
India will be happy to offer capacity-building programmes to scientists from IORA partners
at the Indian National Centre on Ocean Information in Hyderabad. Remote Sensing and
Potential Fishing Zones (PFZ), Ocean Color (Data, Processing and Applications), Ocean
Climate Modeling, Standard Operating Procedure for Tsunami Warning and Emergency
Response are some of the broad themes addressed through these training programmes.
Details of these programmes will be shared through the Secretariat.
India will offer a Special Training Course for IORA Diplomats at the Foreign Service
Institute in New Delhi.
India will hold a Workshop on Women’s Empowerment in 2016 in India.
A Workshop on Skill Development in Youths will be held in India in 2016. Time-frame and
other details will be shared shortly.
The Blue Economy Dialogue will be institutionalized and its 2nd edition will be held in India
in August 2016. I request our IORA partners to kindly make note of the time frame of the
event and ensure highest possible level of participation.
India will host the second round of Experts Meeting on Maritime Safety and Security in order
to facilitate further exchange of views on this IORA priority area.
India remains committed to strengthen IORA Secretariat through secondment of an Advisorcum-Research Analyst. We hope to fulfil this commitment soon.
India would be happy to provide office equipment including 6 laptops and a photocopying
machine to the IORA Secretariat.
Last but not least, I am happy to announce a contribution of USD 100,000/-, for the IORA
Special Fund.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,
I conclude by congratulating both Indonesia and South Africa on assuming Chairmanship and Vice Chair
of IORA respectively and thanking our host for warm and cordial hospitality.
I thank you.

