Address by Vice Minister Zhang Ming at the Opening Ceremony
Of the 15th Council of Ministers Meeting
Of the Indian Ocean Rim Association
Your Excellency Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi,
Your Excellency Secretary-General K V Bhagirath,
Distinguished Heads of Delegations,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,
It gives me great pleasure to come to the tropical city of Padang on the coast of the
Indian Ocean and attend the 15th Council of Ministers meeting of the Indian Ocean
Rim Association (IORA). First of all, I wish to extend, on behalf of the Chinese
government, our congratulations to Indonesia and South Africa for assuming the
chairmanship and vice chairmanship of the Association, and our sincere appreciation
to the government of Indonesia and the IORA Secretariat for their efforts in preparing
for this meeting!
Padang overlooks the vast Indian Ocean to its west, an ocean surrounded by Asia,
Africa and Oceania. With abundant natural and human resources, huge markets and
convenient transport, the Indian Ocean Rim region is one of the most dynamic and
prominent regions in the world. IORA is a major economic cooperation organization
in this region. Since it came into being in March 1997, its structures and institutions
have been much strengthened, and it has made remarkable achievements in pooling
regional resources, technologies, capital and markets and facilitating regional
integration. China applauds the role and efforts of IORA.
China highly values its cooperation with IORA. It became IORA’s dialogue partner in
2000 and have since supported its institutional building with real actions. Up to now,
China has donated US$400,000 to the Association, including a funding of
US$200,000 for our agreed projects. As its dialogue partner, China has continued to
expand practical cooperation with IORA and its members. Free trade areas have been
established between China and several IORA members, and the Regional
Coordination Center for Desalination Technologies in Tianjin built jointly with IORA
was officially opened and held its first international conference in May this year.
China places high importance on peace and security in the region along the Indian
Ocean Rim. It has sent 19 navy fleets to the Gulf of Aden for escort missions, and had
great cooperation with countries in the region to uphold peace and security and
combat piracy.
Ladies and Gentleman,
China is committed to expanding South-South cooperation and promoting
North-South cooperation, building a new type of international relationship for
win-win cooperation and working towards a community of shared future of mankind.
Chinese President Xi Jinping has put forward the initiative of building the “Silk Road
Economic Belt” and the “21st Century Maritime Silk Road”, or in short, the Belt and
Road initiative. As countries along the routes differ in resource endowment and have
high economic complementarities, the potential for cooperation is huge. The Belt and

Road initiative highlights policy coordination, facilities connectivity, unimpeded trade,
financial integration and amity among the people. It will boost prosperity of countries
along the routes and regional and economic cooperation, strengthen exchanges and
mutual learning among cultures, and promote peace and development of this region
and beyond. It is a great undertaking that will benefit people of all countries. As many
IORA members are located on the routes of both land and maritime silk roads, the
support from IORA and its members is crucial to this initiative. In return, the success
of the initiative will accelerate growth and regional integration of this region. China is
ready to work together with IORA and its members to synergize our development
strategies, advance the Belt and Road initiative and work for the shared goal of peace
and development and win-win cooperation. To this end, we would like to suggest.
First, step up industrial alignment and production capacity cooperation. After
years of development, China has moved into a more mature stage of industrialization
with many competitive industries and surplus production capacity, while most of
IORA members and other developing countries are making efforts in the
implementation of industrialization. Their demand for foreign capital, equipment and
technology is huge and urgent. Our surplus production capacity goes with advanced
and applicable equipment, mature and reliable technology and is highly cost-effective.
Therefore there is a huge potential in production capacity cooperation between China
and other developing countries. I wish to emphasize that China is a responsible
country and our cooperation will never be conducted at the expense of other countries’
environment. China is willing to work with IORA and its members to advance the
industrialization process and the sustainable development of this region.
Second, strengthen marine economic cooperation. There are strong
complementarities and broad prospects for cooperation in marine economy between
China and IORA and its members. China is a big marine country. We will encourage
outbound capital and technology investment to nurture new growth areas for
cooperation with IORA and its members. During this meeting, we are also willing to
have in-depth exchanges with other delegates on marine economic cooperation.
Third, expand human resources development and cooperation. Human resources
are essential for the development of a nation and a region. As a dialogue partner,
China is ready to move our training cooperation with IORA and its members to higher
level and provide human resources and intellectual support to the capacity building of
IORA.
As a token of our support to IORA and our sincere wish to deepen mutually beneficial
cooperation with the organization and its members, I wish to announce, on behalf the
Chinese government, our decision to donate another US100, 000 to IORA for our key
cooperation projects in the above mentioned areas.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
This is the 15th Council of Ministers meeting of IORA since its establishment.
Throughout the years, we have made exciting progress. Moving forward, let us join
hands and work towards even greater achievement of IORA.
I wish the meeting a great success!
Thank you all.

