STATEMENT IN RESPECT OF THE 15TH MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF
THE INDIAN OCEAN RIM ASSOCIATION, PADANG-INDONESIA,
23RD OCTOBER, 2015
H.E. Dr. Aziz P. Mlima
Ambassador of the Republic of Tanzania to Malaysia
Honourable Retno Marsud, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia and
Chairperson of the Council of Ministers;
Honourable Dr. Julie Bishop, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Australia and Outgoing Chairperson of
the Council of Ministers;
Honourable Ministers;
Dialogue Partners;
Members of the Secretariat;
Distinguished Delegates;
Ladies and Gentlemen,
First and foremost, I wish to convey warm greetings from your Brother, Hon. Bernard Kamilius Membe,
Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. The Honourable Minister had committed to
attend this important meeting in person, but due to equally other commitments he is unable to do so. He
asked me therefore to represent him to this significant Meeting. He informed me about his wish to bid
farewell to his brothers and sisters in IORA Family as he is refraining from politics by end of October,
2015. He is wishing you fruitful deliberations.
Allow me to express my warm appreciation to the Government and the great people of the Republic of
Indonesia for the excellent reception and gracious hospitality that has been extended to me and my
delegation since our arrival in this beautiful city of Padang.
I also sincerely congratulate the Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia for
assuming the chair of the IORA. It is well deserved indeed. We trust that under your able stewardship
together with your dynamic focus on IORA, our organization will continue to strive to greater heights.
I wish also to congratulate and commend the Government of Australia, the Outgoing Chairperson for a
wonderful job under the able leadership of Honourable Dr. Julie Bishop
I also commend the IORA Secretariat under stewardship of the Secretary General, Mr. K. V. Bhagirath
for their excellent preparations and coordination that have made the convening of this meeting a success.
Honourable Ministers,
Distinguished Delegates
Since the establishment of our Association, tremendous progress has been registered in the
implementation of various decisions and recommendations in areas of Fisheries, Business Forum, Trade
and Investment, Academic Affairs and Tourism. Despite the challenges that we face, it is my firm
conviction that together we can overcome them if we concentrate our efforts and energies to effectively
move our objectives and agenda forward.
Hon. Ministers,
Distinguished Delegates

1

You may all recall, the Government of Tanzania hosted a workshop on “Exploring Preemptive Disaster
Risk Management Measures to Ensuring Community Resilience” in the Indian Ocean Region which was
jointly organized by the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania and the IORA from 20th to 21st
April, 2015. The two day workshop offered the participants/Member States with an opportunity to
promote sharing of knowledge and best practices of IORA Member States in Disaster Risk Management;
sharing of experiences, ideas and major developments in the field of emergency preparedness and on how
to reduce vulnerability to natural, environmental and technological hazards.
I take this opportunity to convey our sincere appreciation to the IORA Secretariat for their support in the
convening of this workshop. We thank you.
Hon. Ministers
Distinguished Delegates
The Indian Ocean contains important fish stocks and resources which are important to the economic
development and benefits of the countries in the region. In that regard, the proper management of the
Indian Ocean resources and its environment can only be sustainably managed and utilized through joint
actions by members of the Indian Ocean Rim Association in order to ensure sustainable utilization of the
resources and environmental conservation of the region.
In view of the above, the United Republic of Tanzania in collaboration with the IORA Secretariat has
prepared a proposal which aims at enhancing sustainable management and development of fisheries and
other aquatic resources and environmental protection in the Indian Ocean Rim (IORA) region of the
Indian Ocean through joint actions for the benefit of the present and future generations. We wish to
extend our appreciation to all member states for supporting this initiative.
Hon. Ministers,
Distinguished Delegates
Let me assure you that my government is in full support of the regional initiatives and strategies including
outcome documents of the recent First Ministerial Blue Economy Conference that took place in
Mauritius, IORA search and rescue cooperation, IORA Concord as well as the Declaration on Gender
Equality and Women’s Economic Empowerment. I wish to underline here that the Declaration is in line
with the UN SDGs and the African Union Agenda 2063. Indeed this declaration will ultimately enable
IORA member states ensure inclusive growth and equal contribution to social economic development. I
wish to urge all member states to initiate direct efforts in prioritizing the specific actions outlined in this
declaration.
Hon. Ministers,
Distinguished Delegates
Regional Cooperation is critical for the creation of a stable and prosperous Indian Ocean. Certainly; no
sovereign State today can live in isolation given the dictates of global concerns. In that respect, we wish
to pronounce our full support to the application for Membership by a sister nation Somalia to our
Association. On the same note, we are pleased to recognise the interest of Republic of Germany as a
Dialogue Partner to join this association which will enhance our objectives for widening and deepening
co-operation in the region. We therefore commend their decisions to join this association and we look
forward to working closely with both of them.
Hon. Ministers,
Distinguished Delegates
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As we have been made aware in this meeting that the gap between income and expenditure is expanding.
The widening gap between income and expenditure estimates calls for an alternative resource
mobilisation strategy so as to come up with a balanced budget we urge the Secretariat to come up with a
proposal for our consideration.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
In conclusion, the United Republic of Tanzania wishes to re-affirm its commitment to closely cooperate
with the Chair, the Secretariat, Member States as well as other relevant stakeholders of the IORA in our
joint efforts to achieve the organisations’ desired goals.
I thank you for your kind attention.
Asanteni Sana!
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