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Distinguished panel and delegates,
On behalf of The Habibie Center, the co-host of this event with the Indonesian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, I would like to once again extend our warmest welcome to you. That the 3rd Indian Ocean
Dialogue is held in this city –one of Indonesia’s major cities that faces the vast Indian Ocean. We
have chosen this city as it underlines Indonesian identity as an Indian Ocean country and the
diplomatic attention it has been devoting to this region.
I would like to use this opportunity to stress the need for further deepened and widened
cooperation among coastal states in the Indian Ocean Region as well as external countries that
have interests in this region. I strongly believe that only through collective and collaborative
actions, as opposed to unilateral and confrontative actions, can we make the most of potentials
this region offers us. As international norms and laws are breached as we speak in many part of
the worlds, it is indeed important to reiterate the spirit of adherence to norms and rules in the
Indian Ocean Region. A regionalism in the Indian Ocean Region is a rule-based regionalism.
Distinguished forum,
I owe my respect to this distinguished panel that have (will) cover different aspects of a rulebased regionalism in the Indian Ocean Region. We have (will) learn(ed) that increased economic
cooperation and collaborative strategic policy will affect the pace and nature of the regionalism.
It is important, to note, however, that an enhanced connectivity will likely determine the future
of our regional cooperation.
That our region is a strategically important one has been commonly understood. You have been
familiar with the numbers: fifty percent of world’s container and seventy percent of world’s
petroleum products traffics pass through the Indian Ocean every year. We expect these numbers
to increase in the coming years, partly owing to the growing demand from the major economies
located in this region. “Already the world’s preeminent energy and trade interstate seaway, the
Indian Ocean will matter even more in the future,” notes Robert Kaplan in his famous book
Monsoon.
With the life of global trade route is at stake, it is not surprising to see the Indian Ocean has started
to be crowded by more naval and coast guards ships. Those belong to the resident countries as
well those belong to the external countries who have traditionally maintained their presence in
this sea. Trust and confidence become important, without which the risk of collision –both
literally and figuratively- would be imminent. Indian Ocean Region, both the sea and the rimland,
also hosts non-traditional security threats. Despite significant progress in multilateral joint patrol,
Eastern and Western Indian Ocean remain the hotspots of piracy. The network of people, arms

and drugs smuggling is still pose significant threats to maritime security. And although less
frequent compared to terrorist attacks in land, possibility of maritime terrorism cannot be
discounted. As these myriad of transnational threats are interrelated in nature, a holistic approach
of cooperation is indeed needed.
Despite the geostrategic importance, regionalism in the Indian Ocean Region remains lacking, at
least when we compare to other regions. One scholar observes that regionalism in the Indian
Ocean still seems to be a vague concept. As the sole region-wide organization, Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA) maintains loose institutional structure, has hardly any visible profile and
carries out only modest activities.
There is no shortage of challenges in establishing a functional regionalism in the Indian Ocean
Region. First and foremost, IORA represents an extremely vast area, “extends more than 80
degrees in latitude and more than 100 degrees in longitude.” Most of this area is covered by
international water in which no single sovereign should claim and problems can only be solved
through inter-states cooperation. In contrast to functional security cooperation in other regions,
the lack of common strategic perspective hinders the establishment of such cooperation in the
Indian Ocean Region. Finally, it is hard to find other regions politically, economically and
culturally more diverse than this region. We have Australia with 7.7 million kilometers square
land and Singapore with 648 kilometers square land; India with 1.2 billion population and
Mauritius with 1.3 million people; 11 developing countries, 5 newly industrialized countries and
3 advanced economies.
Collaborative security cooperation and economic interdependence are important aspects of
regionalism. Collaborative security cooperation will reduce the trust and confidence deficit and
makes effort to counter threats more effective. Economic interdependence will ensure the
reduction of incentives of regional countries to go to open conflict against each other. I believe
though that fully functional regional cooperation would only come into existence if it were to be
built upon a regional identity. And regional identity would only come into existence through an
enhanced connectivity in state-level, business-level and people-to-people contact. Let me
elaborate on this.
First, people-to-people interaction would deepen social and cultural understandings. This
understanding would be a base for a conducive environment in which institutional development
would be pursued. Second, sustained interaction would shape the specific regional identity. This
identity entails specific norms and guiding principles upon which regionalism in the Indian
Ocean Region would be built. Third, increased connectivity would help narrow development gap
by revealing comparative advantages and increasing opportunities for greater investment, trade
and economic growth.
Physical infrastructure development is an important component of this agenda to enhance
connectivity in the region. It is important to speed up the development of ports and airports
network across the region. Tourism, especially maritime tourism, remains one of the most
effective means to facilitate people-to-people interaction.

In addition to physical connectivity, institutional and people-to-people contact are also
important. Under the header of building institutional connectivity, one of the most important
agenda is to strengthen IORA. The IORA Concord acts to underlie inclusivity and mutually
beneficial regional development and encourages norms, principles, and more specific regional
cooperation in the region. We need to act on this document to reduce institutional barriers to the
movement of goods, services and resources; create more harmonized rules and regulations; and
provide necessary transport and trade facilitation services within the region. These are the
frameworks necessary for further peaceful engagements between interested parties.
Physical connectivity and institutional improvements will act as enhancements in the facilities. I
believe that facilities will not reach its full potentials without the enhancement of the motors –
which in this context, I refer to the people. This is why the last point, people-to-people connection
is no less important that the two points I have mentioned before. In order to increase the
connection, we must build up on historical trade and cultural inter-relatedness. Coming from
different states, with different cultures and economic advancement, it is easy to focus on and
become overwhelmed with those differences. However, by focusing on our long history of
interactions which date back centuries ago, I believe we may have a chance in bringing together
the plethora of differences – not as separators, but as richness and experience.
In conclusion, I would like to summarize my speech with three points. First, I believe an enhanced
connectivity will support the agenda to strengthen regionalism in the Indian Ocean region.
Second, closer connectivity needs to be coupled with increased regional cooperation to face
potential non-traditional threats. Lastly, the Indian Ocean Region can learn from other regions on
building up regionalism through enhanced connectivity.
Ladies and gentlemen, peaceful, stable and equitably prosperous Indian Ocean Region is our
common goal. Nothing great is ever achieved overnight, but with great minds like yours,
greatness is only one sail away.
Thank you.

