DRAFT CONCEPT NOTE
WORKSHOP ON MAINSTREAMING THE BLUE ECONOMY IN THE INDIAN OCEAN RIM ASSOCIATION
The Indian Ocean Rim region is home to nearly one-third of the world’s population and is of high
economic significance due to its strategic location. Half of the world’s trade travels through this
region. In addition, the region possesses a variety of natural resources that are vital for the wellbeing
of its inhabitants. As such, the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) has begun to place more
emphasis on growing the blue economy within the region in a sustainable and inclusive manner.
Growth through the Blue Economy is a long term strategy to support sustainable and inclusive
growth in the marine and maritime sectors. As the Indian Ocean is a valuable resource that is a main
driver for the Indian Ocean Rim economies, and holds great potential for innovation and sustainable
job creation, it is necessary to work together to collect data and produce high quality research on
aspects of the blue economy that most effect the region.
The Blue Economy is explicitly referred to in para 12 of the Perth Declaration:
“We strongly encourage private sector involvement in IORA activities to enhance regional
trade and investment, and commit to developing business-friendly initiatives to address
issues related to energy security, food security, tourism and infrastructure. We also
recognise the opportunities offered by the ocean (‘blue’) economy”.
As the full economic potential of the Indian Ocean and its rim has not been fully realised, it is vital to
focus on unpacking the meaning and value of the Blue Economy in ensuring sustainable growth in
the region through the cooperation of the Member States of IORA.
At the October 2014 Ministerial meeting in Perth, the Foreign Ministers agreed that the Indian Ocean
Rim Association (IORA) can lead in the implementation of the Blue Economy for the benefit of all its
members.
During the meeting issues surrounding the Blue Economy and related issues such as Maritime Search
and Rescue operations and maritime security were discussed. Speaking on the Blue Economy,
Australian Minister Adam, as chair of IORA until the end of 2015, emphasised the importance of
research to assist IORA countries in developing new technologies to harness resources in the ocean in
a sustainable way.
Further efforts to map and coordinate work done on the Blue Economy within IORA requires a
coordinated and inclusive approach towards better harnessing our ocean's wealth and resources will
yield shared benefits for all.

As one aspect of this focus on the Blue Economy, the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC),
under the membership of the Republic of South Africa, seeks to coordinate the development of the
IORA Blue Economy Core Group, which entails a framework for academic cooperation and
researcher exchanges in the areas of blue growth, and provides support for networking in these
areas in the form of several workshops to promote joint activities related to the blue economy, and
especially
1. Maritime safety and security
2. Aquaculture and food security
In the longer term, the focus will be expanded to include Shipping, and Oil and Gas Exploration.
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Aims and objectives of the workshop
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conceptualise how to concentrate effectively on the blue economy (also known as
blue growth) within the context of IORA.
Share experiences and best practices on local and regional initiatives related to the
Blue Economy
Coordinate the development of the IORA Blue Economy Core Group, which entails a
framework for researcher exchanges in member countries
Provide support for networking measures in the form of several workshops to
promote cooperation activities in this area.
Create an active community of research-based institutions and the private sector
interested in the blue economy.
Establish closer links with universities and research-based institutions in the region.
Build capacity, by empowering a younger generation of experts, researchers,
academics and scholars to take ownership of their research environment and to aid
in shaping its direction.

Envisioned outcomes of the workshop
•

•
•
•

Improved partnerships and networks in the IORA related to the blue economy, especially
issues related to maritime safety and security; and aquaculture and food security (building
up towards addressing other topics related to the blue economy, namely shipping and oil
and gas exploration).
Increase knowledge production and the understanding of the blue economy in the region
through initiating research exchanges, capacity building and skills development.
Contributing to a strengthened IORA Academic Group.
More collaborative research initiatives between Member States on the blue economy.

Benefit to participants
•
•

Networking - allowing researchers, government officials and other stakeholders to meet,
communicate regularly and collaborate.
Contribution towards policy-making in areas related to the Blue Economy of maritime
security and security, and aquaculture and food security.
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