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Your Excellency Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I begin by congratulating H.E. Salman Khurshid on his new post as Minister of
External Affairs. Furthermore, on behalf of the UAE delegation, I extend to the
Government of India our sincere thanks for the exceptional arrangements and
warm hospitality extended to us since our arrival. Also let me, your Excellency,
pay tribute to India’s chairmanship and the Association’s secretariat.

Mr. Chairman,
As we reflect upon our experience in the past 15 years of this Association, we
believe with confidence that the areas of priority that have been identified, at the
11th COM, are valid and deserve our attention and further cooperation.
Whether it is in Maritime Safety and Security, Trade and Investment, Fisheries
Management, Disaster Risk Reduction, Academia, or Tourism and Cultural
Exchange we need to show our will and determination to bring about tangible
results. There is a long way ahead to travel, and the work of our Association need
to be energized in order to achieve our shared objectives.

Mr. Chairman,
1

Maritime safety and security in the Indian Ocean Rim is of a great importance to
us. We would like to see more close cooperation and concerted action among
member states for combating piracy and providing for solid legal and operational
infrastructure to address this lethal threat. We need to do more to help in building
capacities in the concerned littoral countries, and to bring together all stake
holders, including private sector, to achieve meaningful progress.
In pursuit to this goal, UAE has convened, this year, a conference on combating
piracy for the second time, and contributed generously to the UN Special Fund. We
will continue our efforts in this path. In this context helping Somalia to achieve a
sustainable and successful political process is of a paramount importance.

In the field of trade, investment, and economic cooperation we believe that it is
imperative to capitalize on the factors of economic growth experienced in some of
our economies, especially in Asia, and to focus on preventing undesirable effects
from the ongoing financial crisis.
Solving problems and removing hurdles form the path of free movement of trade
and investment would pave the way for furthering trade, investment, and
economic cooperation among member countries.
The UAE is offering a good opportunity for meaningful dialogue on sustainable
development. Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week, which takes place on 13th to 17th
January 2013, will be a unique venue for engaging partners and stake holders in an
open discussions on best ways to address the challenges of economic,
environmental, and societal development.
Furthermore, the United Arab Emirates, in partnership with International
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA0), offers to host the first Renewable Energy
Forum of the Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation in Abu
Dhabi during 2013. This high-level Forum will provide an opportunity for
government officials, policymakers, and project developers to showcase both
investment opportunities in their markets and targeted government interventions to
establish supportive and sustainable frameworks for renewable energy toward
meeting their energy requirements.

Mr. Chairman,
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It goes without saying that enhancing cultural exchange and tourism among
member states would contribute to the most needed cultural understanding and
tolerance. At the time when the world around us is witnessing rising cultural and
religious tensions, it is high times to make use of our rich history of living together
in peace and cooperation in a multi-cultural and multi-religions societies on the rim
of Indian Ocean.
The UAE is offering to host the World Expo 2020 at Dubai, and presenting the
theme: “Connecting Minds, Creating the Future”. In doing so, UAE is presenting
its experience in being a catalyst and facilitator for partnerships that remove
barriers to sustainable economic development, and reach out for bridging
geographical, cultural, and generational divides.

Mr. Chairman,
The United Arab Emirates would like to announce a contribution of $500,000
dollars to the Association’s Special Fund. We believe in this mechanism and feel it
will further enable our Association and increase its effectiveness and reach.

Mr. Chairman,
We welcome deeper involvement and exchange with our dialogue partners. We, as
well, welcome the membership of the Union of Comoros and the desire of the
United States of America to acquire the status of a dialogue partner, and we
consider this membership will bring in an added value to our endeavors.
Let me conclude, Your Excellency, by paying tribute to the efforts of our
Secretary- General and the Secretariat for enhancing and energizing the work of
the Association.
We are confident that Your Excellency’s wise guidance, together with the ViceChair, will bring our deliberations to a successful results.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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